Application of combined three-dimensional bone and soft tissue model. A case report.
This article describes a new application in three-dimensional modelling. By adding the contours of important soft tissue structures to the bone contours, it is possible to produce a combined bone and soft tissue model. The advantages of this technique are shown in a patient suffering from a parapharyngeal tumour. The model not only enabled the precise localisation of the tumour in relation to the surrounding bone, but also identified important structures like the internal carotid artery in relation to the tumour.